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Source: 2021-2025 Maryland Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan, p. 63

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/cancer/cancerplan/SiteAssets/Pages/publications/Cancer-MD-Maryland_FINAL%2520-1.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1643677150446226&usg=AOvVaw2vhb3wB1F0_g-_mOFZSL2J


Lung Cancer in Calvert County

Statistic
Calvert 
County Maryland

Number of Cases, 2014 - 2018 278 19,154

Age-Adjusted Incidence Rate, 2018
All
Males
Females

52.7
56.7
51.1

54.1
59.9
49.9

Source:  Maryland Department Health, Cancer 
Restitution Fund:  2021 Cancer Data

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/cancer/Documents/2021%2520CRF%2520Cancer%2520Report_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1643677150526576&usg=AOvVaw3KPdH2KByaxEs8Eactqxtf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/cancer/Documents/2021%2520CRF%2520Cancer%2520Report_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1643677150526747&usg=AOvVaw1KU_qaN_lYzmP7LBYbx3-I


Maryland Lung Cancer Incidence Rates by 
Geographical Area:  Comparison to U.S. Rate, 
2014-2018

Source:  Maryland Department Health, Cancer 
Restitution Fund:  2021 Cancer Data, p. 37

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/cancer/Documents/2021%2520CRF%2520Cancer%2520Report_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1643677150743123&usg=AOvVaw1M4QwGuT_TTq9FDc2C1Q6S
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/cancer/Documents/2021%2520CRF%2520Cancer%2520Report_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1643677150743314&usg=AOvVaw0ol3wBpChdA9YNcErZoL5-


Radon Map of Maryland 
(2005-2016) 



Adult Smoking

Source:  Maryland Department Health, Cancer 
Restitution Fund:  2021 Cancer Data

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/cancer/Documents/2021%2520CRF%2520Cancer%2520Report_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1643677151203953&usg=AOvVaw22JWBO2tkI_eQBMPFnRQ7J
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/cancer/Documents/2021%2520CRF%2520Cancer%2520Report_FINAL.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1643677151204119&usg=AOvVaw26jzQpWrrOf-EIvQt9ncpQ


Radon Background 
Information 

• May be present in the 
home in high levels

• Enters the home 
through cracks in the 
basement/lower levels

• Can cause lung cancer

• Smoking cigarettes 
along with radon 
exposure puts an 
individual at higher risk 
of developing cancer



Radon Awareness Month 
Activities

• MDE celebrates National Radon Awareness Month every 
January through the following actions:

1. Governor Proclamation     7.  Partner with The American Lung Association 

2. Billboards                          8.  Fact Sheets/Flyers/Brochures

3. Facebook Trivia                    9.  Work with State Health Departments       

4. Radon T-Shirts                     10.  Radon Booth at Library and Lowes 

5. Newspaper Ads                    11.  Partner w/ Department of Housing & 
              Community Development  

6. Presentations and Webinars       12.  Discounted test kits! 

• Most activities are ongoing, however more emphasis is applied during 
January!



Radon Awareness Month 
Billboard



MDE Radon Homepage



Radon Test Results

Less than 2 pCi/L
-No further action needed
-Consider another test if condition of 
home changes 

Between 2 and 4 pCi/L
-No further action needed
-Retest every 5 years

4 pCi/L or higher
-Considered an elevated/dangerous level 
-Do another test to confirm the results
-Consult a radon mitigation contractor if 
2nd test shows similar results or higher 



Radon Levels by County (May 2021 – 
December 2021) 

Counties 

p
C

i/
L



Current Test Kit Numbers

• Initially free 
– 3,406 distributed
– 1,196 analyzed 
– 35.11% return rate

• Starting in March 2021, a $3 charge per kit 
(hoping for an increase in return rate)
– 948 distributed 
– 454 analyzed 
– 47.89% return rate



Challenges

• Closures related to COVID-19 (schools, daycares, medical, 
state events, etc.)

• Adjustments in outreach (mostly virtual)

• County Health Departments
– Increasing involvement & educating local health 

departments in promoting radon awareness
– Response and willingness to post the kit link

• Realtors, Builders, Mitigators
– Minimal response or willingness
– First reaction/reply is positive then sometimes no reply



Moving Forward

• MDE’s goal is to protect public health by providing radon 
awareness

• Continue contacting stakeholders to gain support/interest

• Present or provide flyers to any interested parties

• Resume in-person outreach and events

• Possible school and daycare outreach

• Continue collaboration with MDH & the medical community

• Maryland radon map



Thank you,
Be sure to test your home for Radon Today!

https://drhomeair.fmbetterforms.com/#/maryland-discount 

Contact for questions:
Kiera.Saleem@maryland.gov

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drhomeair.fmbetterforms.com/%23/maryland-discount&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1643677152509454&usg=AOvVaw0aFp8H6TRn4ORsnIekSIQC

