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Highlights from FY2021
Calvert Stewards
In 2020, 343 volunteers recorded 5,076 hours, valued at $135,986 ($26.79/hour is the value that Maryland volunteers contribute
based on the web site: www.independentsector.org/volunteer_time). They helped with 100+ projects with next box monitoring
programs, park maintenance, and the saw-whet owl banding project. Compared to 2019, our regular volunteers stepped up and were
able to perform their jobs while still complying with COVID restrictions. We had many fewer group projects, workshops and trainings
because of the restrictions.
Calendar Year: January-December 2020 (2019)
Activity
Volunteers
Hours
Group Service
8 (16)
65 (203)
780 (1335)
Workshops & Trainings* 0 (68)
0 (157)
0 (413)
Appreciation Events
4 (5)
20 (134)
80 (536)
Projects
111 (102)
258 (283)
4216 (4771)
Reports for most of the Calvert Stewards programs can be found on https://calvertparks.org/Annual-Reports/
Scott Clark was recognized by the MRPA with the PARC Branch Student Award for his work as a Calvert Steward and leading the
Southern Maryland Youth Birding Club.
Eaton Ekarintaragun was featured in the October Maryland Breeding Bird Atlas newsletter.
Nine volunteers were awarded Presidential Volunteer Service Awards: Karen Anderson, Jason Avery, Eaton Ekarintaragun, Mary
Hollinger, Andrew Miller, Brian Richards, Teresa Richards, Craig Simmons, and Joanne Simmons
Programs
See the table at end of report for details on program statistics.
In FY2021, Naturalists led 172 programs attended by 1,260 children and adults. In the summer of 2020, traditional summer camps
were canceled due to COVID. We canceled 61 programs because of COVID, and approximately 300 were not even planned because of
COVID restrictions. Spearheaded by Naturalist Tania Gale, our naturalists, interns, and counselors created a robust schedule alternative
programs and online lessons. Some naturalists continued to teach in-person programs to smaller, socially distanced groups.
https://www.calvertparks.org/Activities.
Scout and Community Service
Although the pandemic restrictions resulted in fewer scout and community service projects. In 2020, eight Eagle Scouts successfully
completed their projects, while close to 40 other scout troops performed a variety of service projects. Calvert Nature Society was
awarded $2000 from the Calvert Environmental Trust for Youth (CETY) program to support service projects in 2021.
Internships
Naturalist Tania Gale has refined our internship program and advertised to the environmental studies students at St. Mary College.
We had six interns in FY2021 who helped with education programs—both in person and virtual, research projects and independent
projects. Summer 2020: Colin Murphy & Amy Nicholson (not shown); Fall: Felicia Hallworth ; Spring: Samantha Long; Summer 2021:
Matthew Swagart & Paige Stevens
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Cooperative Projects
CHESPAX programs were featured on the Green Schools National Network website highlighting the longstanding partnerships between
Calvert County Natural Resources Division, other local environmental groups and the Calvert County Public Schools CHESPAX: A Thirty
Year Environmental Education Partnership Along the Chesapeake Bay | Green Schools National Network
With Economic Development, Naturalist Gene Groshon helped develop the Calvert Birding Trail. The web page includes information
about birding, and lists the stops on the map, along with descriptions.” https://choosecalvert.com/135/Birding Hilary Dailey, Tourism
Specialist let us know that the Calvert Birding Trail has been selected to be submitted to the MEDA (Maryland Economic Development
Association) Recognition Program. Crossed fingers that we might soon be able to call it the “award-winning Calvert Birding Trail.”
The Department partnered with the University of Maryland Global Campus. The team will be working on a project at Flag Ponds Nature
Park. In the future, this partnership could provide assistance on other issues such as climate resiliency, sustainability and restoration
projects. The Masters Students of the University of Maryland Global Campus were selected as the winners of the MRPA Park &
Resource Conservation Branch (PARC) Award “Planning & Design with Environmental Protection in Mind” for their partnership with
the division on two Capstone projects.
Division Chief Karyn Molines, along with Chris Sperling (Planning & Zoning) and Kirsti Uunila (independent researcher and recently
retired from P&Z) partnered with George Mason University to prepare for a series of oral history projects focused on agriculture in
Calvert County. GMU students conducted oral histories for the “Culture of Agriculture Past and Present in Calvert County” project.
With the transcripts, audio and video records, and the names of more people to interview, we now have a rich repository of
information and content which will feed future projects!
Both Calvert Nature Society and the Division have joined as official partners of the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership. Naturalists
Gene Groshon and Andy Brown are developing a Conservation Plan for the Farmland Raptor Initiative. This Plan focuses on the
protecting critical habitat needed for Barn Owls and American Kestrels as well as actions to promote nesting success. Our Barn Owl
work was featured in a presentation on Farmland Raptors to Central Maryland Audubon Society. https://marylandbirds.org/ The
American Kestrel Partnership online presentation includes a short clip of Gene describing our project:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNfRibeEk9M&feature=youtu.be
Invasive Species
Park Manager Brian Bussard completed an invasive management plan for the Golden Bamboo at Kings Landing Park. Staff chipped up
a giant pile of bamboo from the area that Park Ranger Ben Krause cut down. It’s amazing how open that area is now. We have a plan
in place to keep it from coming back in the area.
Park Manager Taylor Lundstrom completed an invasive management plan for Phragmites at Flag Ponds. Taylor, Park Supervisor Beau
Sanders, Park Manager Brian Bussard, and Park Technicians Taylor Quinn and Abby Rieve removed approximately 2000 sq. ft. of
Phragmites growing at the beach hopefully allowing more space for native plants like this saltmarsh mallow to grow. This experimental
area is to test the effectiveness of a non-chemical removal process of this invasive species. Since this is in a well-traveled public area,
we placed temporary fencing and signage educating visitors about invasive species, and the specific work that was done at this site.
Photos: “Before” photo of Phragmites and “After” picture with plastic staked down.
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Meadow Management.
The Controlled Burn went smoothly at Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm, Gatewood Preserve & Battle Creek Cypress Swamp. Thanks to Beau
and Calvert Forester Brian Stupak for organizing this project to revitalize our meadows. This joint operation with Maryland State
Forestry, about 20 acres of meadows were burned. This is part of our plan to restore and establish meadows at multiple park locations.
Photos of the burn can be seen on: https://www.flickr.com/photos/kmolines/albums/72157718595331108 Kevin Schmidt from
Communications & Media Relations took drone footage of our meadows to document the practices, as well as the changes over time,
of our meadow management protocol.
Staff focused the Meadow Maze at Kings Landing Park throughout the year. They removed the pesky thorn bushes that have been
trying to protrude into the walkways. We are going to cut down the small trees that have over run the maze and put them through a
chipper. Then Beau will use the bush hog to cut the maze and we will work to keep the Maze better maintained as it grows back. The
transplanted milkweed has started gaining some new sprouts.
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Administration
Karyn Molines, Division Chief
Sarah Godwin, Office Specialist
Naturalists
Andy Brown, Naturalist II
Gene Groshon, Naturalist
Tania Gale, Naturalist
Shannon Steele, Naturalist
Kim Curren, Naturalist
Tori Hall, Naturalist
Jade Harris, Naturalist
Park Maintenance
Beau Sanders, Park Supervisor
Jordan Dailey, Acting Park Supervisor
Michael Jones, Grounds Maintenance Worker
Ian Keeley, Grounds Maintenance Worker
Troy Weakly, Grounds Maintenance Worker
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp
Grace Hanners, Nature Center Aide & Volunteer Coordinator
Flag Ponds Nature Park
Taylor Lundstrom, Park Manager
Taylor Garner, Park Ranger
Emma McCarthy, Park Ranger
Jennifer Yoder, Park Ranger
Taylor Quinn, Park Technician
Abby Rieve, Park Technician
Shelley Bailey, Park Technician
Andrew Miller, Volunteer Park Tech
Kings Landing Park
Brian Bussard, Park Manager
Ben Krause, Park Ranger
Ethan Matteson, Park Technician
Winston BoutaughPark Ranger
Substitutes
Sara Hardegen, Naturalist & Nature Center Aide
Kelly Hobbs, Nature Center Aide
Jessy Oberright, Naturalist
Marcus Paul, Park Ranger
Monica Steifel, Nature Center Aide
John Sullens, Nature Center Aide
Amy Werking, Nature Center Aide
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Interns

Farewells








Shannon Steele handed in her resignation as Naturalist I—
she is moving to Florida. She was offered a position as a
naturalist in Brevard County. After 15 years as a Naturalist
with the Division, Shannon has contributed so much to the
programs, volunteer opportunities and the animal care
responsibilities. We will miss her, and Florida is fortunate to
have such a dedicated talented person join their team. Her
last observations of her tenure at Natural Resources: At
Ward Farm Recreation & Nature Park: Four of the nine nest
boxes we have in Prothonotary Warbler habitat have nests.
She heard a male singing nearby Shannon saw/heard 46
species of birds as part of the Breeding Bird Atlas survey at
Ward Farm, including:
• Solitary Sandpiper foraging at the edge of Fox Den Pond
• WARBLERS! Blackpoll, Black-Throated Blue, Redstart,
Northern and Louisiana Waterthrushes, and two singing
Prothonotary
• Barn Swallows are back but didn't appear to be nesting in
the barns yet
• Catbirds
• Indigo Buntings
• Monarch butterfly
Beau Sanders was promoted to Park Manager of Ward Farm
Recreation and Nature Park. We’re sad to lose his talents,
but know that he will be a great asset with the natural areas
of Ward Farm.
Michael Jones, Grounds Maintenance Worker
Winston Boutaugh, Park Ranger
Jade Harris, Naturalist

Welcome Aboard







Brian Bussard, promoted to Kings Landing Park Manager
Benjamin Krause, as promoted to Kings Landing Park Ranger
Jennifer Yoder, promoted to Flag Ponds Park Ranger
Tori Hall started as our new hourly Naturalist
Troy Weakley hired as a Grounds Worker
Jordan Dailey from Dunkirk District Park was detailed as
Acting Park Supervisor

Tania has been refining our internship program and advertising
to the environmental studies students at St. Mary College.


Clockwise from Upper Left: Summer 2020: Colin
Murphy & Amy Nicholson (not shown); Fall: Felicia
Hallworth ; Spring: Samantha Long; Summer 2021:
Matthew Swagart & Paige Stevens

While on break from college, Calvert Steward Ben Springer
helped with a variety of volunteer projects including
documenting barred owl nesting for the Breeding Bird Atlas and
assisting with Raptor surveys. He helped Shannon repair and
install ALL of the Battle Creek nest boxes that were damaged or
that washed away in the August 2020 storm.
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Staff News

Park Updates

Parks and Recreation staff helped fill voids in staffing and
accommodate the extra duties due to COVID policies Debbie
Deboodt, Pam Schallmo, Mike Mooridian Ashley Wilkerson,
Hannah Matteson, Gabi Backus, George Gray, Lorraine Muir
and Paulette Gray helped at Kings Landing Park and Gabi Backus,
Hannah Matteson, Norman Adams, Yvonne Foote, and Ashley
Wilkerson helped at Flag Ponds Nature Park.

Battle Creek Cypress Swamp Sanctuary:

Temporary Park Technician Debbie Deboodt was recognized as
Employee of the Month. She stepped up to help at Kings Landing
Park when the county first went into emergency operations
because of the pandemic, and never stopped. To acknowledge
her impact on the Division, and the Department, would take a
whole page.
Congratulations to Tania for her 20 years of service to the County
and with the Natural Resources Division. This photo, from 2003,
illustrates her impact on Calvert County. That little boy in the
“First Signs of Spring” program (Calvin Crunkleton) went on to
attend all our summer camps and teen programs and then
worked for us as CIT, Camp Counselor, and Summer Intern!

Andy was appointed onto the Eastern Bird Banding Association
Council. His involvement will benefit the county’s efforts in
monitoring bird populations, publishing our findings, and
developing
partnerships
across
the
region.
https://www.easternbirdbanding.org/
Karyn joined the Calvert County Watershed Stewards Steering
Committee. Run through the University of Maryland Extension
Sea Grant Program, the Academy trains community leaders to
become conversant in the problems of stormwater runoff and to
implement projects that decrease runoff and improve water
quality.

The nature center re-opened in April 2021 at limited capacity of
10 visitors and to 100% capacity May 21. Visitors are excited to
be in the nature center again.
Shannon power washed nature center ramp so that it is less
slippery when visitors are exiting the nature center on rainy days.
Buildings and Grounds has the replacement of the deck and ramp
in their project list for FY2022.
Beau and Ian cut really large tree cookies from a large oak stump
that will be used as a display at Flag Ponds Nature Park and in the
Nature Play Space at Battle Creek Cypress Swamp. They also
placed cages around twenty-four recently planted trees to
prevent wildlife damage.

Grace observed the following outside of the nature center
windows while doing the weekly Project Feeder Watch surveys:
Northern Cardinal, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, WhiteBreasted Nuthatch, White-Throated Sparrow, Downy
Woodpecker, Carolina Wren, Dark Eyed Junco, Red-Bellied
Woodpecker, Hermit Thrush, Yellow-Bellied Sapsucker,
American Goldfinch, and Mourning Dove. Once, she saw 15
Cardinals at one time!
The swamp came alive in spring 2021. Skunk cabbage and spring
beauties were blooming and spring peepers started calling
Sightings of Golden-winged Warblers attracted dozens of birders
from the region—and even out of state
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Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm

Our captive female Barred Owl has a few suitors. Two males were
calling from the trees near her cage. Gene discovered the barred
owl on the bottom of her cage. One of her talons was missing
and she had some eye drainage. Staff are treating these
conditions per recommendations by our vet, Dr. Spicknall. Gene
& Shannon coped the barred owl’s beak & talons and did a health
check to see how the treatment is working. She was very feisty,
and her weight was within 10 g of her normal spring weight.

Beau, with the help from Taylor G, removed all of the trees from
the 5-acre meadow at entrance. All stumps were treated with
herbicide to kill the large root systems that have developed over
the years. This came with great help from both Kings Landing and
Flag Ponds Staff. Calvert County Highways also played a
significant role by allowing us to use their large chipper.

Shannon provided Kim with more handling experience for both
screech owls as well as learning techniques for beak coping and
talon trimming.

Tropical Storm Isaias: The rains caused Battle Creek to raise over
6’ above normal levels, completely destroying the boardwalk.
Andy and Gene did temporary repairs to the boardwalk, and we
were able to re-open with limited access. Repairs to the damaged
boardwalk were completed in March 2021. A small section is still
closed for repairs.

With so much rain throughout the year, the Cypress Swamp was
quite flooded. Tania’s live Facebook post of the swamp in the rain
generated a lot of positive engagement.

A French drain was installed around
the Plumer-Cranford barn. This will
help prevent erosion from the roof
drainage. Chris Sperling, Historic
Preservation Planner with Planning &
Zoning, is planning a project for
aerial/drone photography of the
cultural resources at Biscoe Gray to
use as an interactive display. A virtual
trail guide for the Money Crop Trail is
being developed.
Gatewood Preserve:
Tropical Storm Isaias. Everyone has
been cleaning up the damage from
the Tropical Storm. A big shout out to
Beau and Mike who traveled up and
down the county to all the nature
parks to assess damage and clear
trees. High water from Battle Creek
deposited a lot of vegetation and
debris on the pier. Several railings on
the pier were damaged.
We were awarded $100,000 in
Program Open Space funds. This grant
supports the enhancement of
existing, and development of new,
passive recreational facilities at the
Preserve including constructing a
kayak launch, renovating the building
into a visitor center, adding signage
and other amenities.
The Land & Water Conservation Fund grant application,
requesting funds for increasing passive recreation and water
access opportunities, was submitted.
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Beau and Mike worked on the entrance road to smooth out the
Calvert Steward Jason Avery documented more rare species in
gravel. Ian, Beau, Troy and Jordan worked on the repairs to the
the county at Hughes Tree Farm. This time two spiders! The
entrance road. The old drainage ditch has been dug out,
larger is a female Bowl and Doily Weaver (Frontinella pyramitela)
washouts filled, roadway raked and smoothed. Asphalt recycled
spider and the smaller appears to be a Argyrodes elevatus.
from the Solomons Boat Ramp paving project was placed in areas
Maryland Biodiversity project describes the Argyrodes elevatus
to reinforce against rainwater.
as a "kleptoparasitic" spider.
Kleptoparasitism is a form of
Andy shared this amazing photograph of a frenzy of gulls feeding
feeding in which one animal
on dragonflies over the meadows.
takes prey or other food that was
Calvert Steward Ben Springer set up a trail camera to see what
caught or collected by another
animals are using a burrow on the hillside steps. Surprisingly, not
animal, including stored food.
only foxes, but rabbits and opossums are visiting this spot.
These are both new records for
Calvert County and only the
second state record for the
Argyrodes elevatus.
Ward Farm Recreation & Nature Park
With all the construction of the ball fields, the natural areas of
the park can easily be overlooked. Calvert Steward Alan Christian
shared this awesome photo of the meadow “down the hill” from
the barns. The hiking trail leading to the Education Overlook and
the pond pier meanders through this meadow.

Hughes Tree Farm
Karyn created GPS routes of the trails at Hughes Tree Farm and
Gatewood Preserve and is working with Technology Services on
new park maps. Calvert Steward Sasha Barley helped clear the
Poplar Trace hiking trail. She was very excited to find spotted
salamander and frog eggs in the “tire rut” vernal pool along the
trail.

The pond pier was completed.
Once the park is open to the
public, this will become a
favorite
destination
for
visitors, as well as a wonderful
teaching asset, providing a
tranquil location to observe
nature and is large enough for
programs on pond life.
We found evidence of ATV use by neighbors
onto the park. Beau, Ian, Gene, Karyn and
Calvert Steward Dave Linthicum marked the
boundaries of the park and the adjacent King
Calvert Rural Legacy property (over 9 miles of
boundary!) to help with enforcement. Gene
spotted the early flowers of skunk cabbage
along one of the creeks
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Shannon observed that beavers are removing sweet gum trees
Meadow Management.
from the meadow “rooms” along Hall Creek and there are four
Beau cut the meadows in preparation for the controlled burn and
pairs of Wood Ducks using our nest boxes.
to reduce the workload for the late winter cutting. We are
Tropical Storm Isaias: Shannon was reinstalling nest box #5 that
had been damaged in the August storm and noticed a washout
from the pond to creek that would impact MAPS research and
the hiking trail around the pond. Working with Parks & Safety
Division Chief Shaun Meredith, we are getting estimates and
recommendations for the damage to the Muskrat Pond dam and
severe trail erosion caused by Tropical Storm Isaias. We will be
removing sticks that the beavers add to the dam to prevent
additional damage while SCS develops the plans for repairs.
We continue to observe runoff overflowing the stormwater
management ponds around the Phase 1 construction zone.
These ponds have not been able to contain the extreme rainfalls
we have experienced. This runoff is causing erosion of the hillside
and natural areas downstream of the ponds.
Invasive Species
Staff participated in several Invasive Species Webinars. During
the session on biological controls, we learned that many weevils
aren’t evil. 😊 The majority of organisms that are used as
biological control of invasive plants are weevils. However, if you
want bigger results sooner, burning and herbicides are more
effective. Brian and Taylor L. have created invasive species
management plants for Bamboo and Phragmites. More will be
developed over the next year.

targeting areas that do not provide a significant food bank or
shelter during the winter months.
Kevin Schmidt from Communications & Media Relations took
drone footage of our meadows to document the practices, as
well as the changes over time, of our meadow management
protocol.
The Controlled Burn went smoothly at Biscoe Gray Heritage
Farm, Gatewood Preserve & Battle Creek Cypress Swamp.
Thanks to Beau and Calvert Forester Brian Stupak for organizing
this project to revitalize our meadows. This joint operation with
Maryland State Forestry, about 20 acres of meadows were
burned. This is part of our plan to restore and establish meadows
at multiple park locations. Shannon created a video of the burn—
it’s for internal use only at this point. Photos of the burn can be
seen on:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kmolines/albums/72157718595
331108 .
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Solomon’s Boat Ramp:

Hilary Dailey, Tourism Program Specialist for Economic
Development provided this update. “I just wanted to share that
we shared the Calvert County Water Access link on the Tourism
Facebook page in July and it got an amazing amount of interest –
1199 clicks etc. People are definitely looking to get out on the
water!”.

We received a $250,000 grant from the State of Maryland for
repaving and line striping of the parking lot. This grant will
require a 5% county match.
Lower Marlboro Wharf
Lots of folks have been fishing and launching their kayaks,
enjoying some time outside with friends and family. After a
citizen brought to our attention that the kayak assist bar on the
Lower Marlboro Wharf prevented some kayaks from launching,
Gene was able to relocate the bar. The launch can now
accommodate kayaks up to 14‘ long.

Karyn met with Economic Development & Technology Services
to discuss the development of a map that connects water access
sites with restaurants, accommodations, heritage sites and other
places to continue their exploration of Calvert County.
With more people spending time outdoors, the
#PatuxentChallenge has proven to be a great tool for exploring
the watershed. Activities include hiking, kayaking, fishing,
historic sites, and picnicking. Eight families have completed the
Challenge this year so far.
The #PatuxentChallenge was featured in a recent blog post:
https://www.findyourchesapeake.com/trip-ideas/article/thepatuxent-challenge-challenge-accepted
Three of our Patuxent River water access sites were mentioned
in
an
article
in
The
Augusta
Free
Press.
https://augustafreepress.com/access-to-chesapeake-waterswe-need-it-more-than-ever/
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Calvert Steward Eaton Ekarintaragun was featured in the
Calvert Stewards
October Maryland Breeding Bird Atlas newsletter. He is 14 years
2020 Annual Reports
old and attended our Birding Adventures Summer Camps. In
Reports for most of the Calvert Stewards programs can be found
addition to volunteering with the Breeding Bird Survey, he built
on https://calvertparks.org/Annual-Reports/
nesting platforms for Eastern Phoebes, Barn Swallows, and
American Robins. He contributed more than 50 hours this year—
In 2020, 343 volunteers recorded 5,076 hours, valued at
earning him Calvert Stewards “Community Champion”
$135,986 ($26.79/hour is the value that Maryland volunteers
recognition.
contribute
based
on
the
web
site:
www.independentsector.org/volunteer_time). They helped with
Nine volunteers were awarded Presidential Volunteer Service
100+ projects with next box monitoring programs, park
Awards: Karen Anderson, Jason Avery, Eaton Ekarintaragun,
maintenance, and the saw-whet owl banding project. Our top
Mary Hollinger, Andrew Miller, Brian Richards, Teresa Richards,
volunteer was Mary Hollinger with 287 hours.
Craig Simmons, and Joanne Simmons
Calendar Year: January-December
Gene worked with our youth birders to create a Southern
2020
Activity Volunteers Hours
Maryland Youth Birders group with Southern Maryland Audubon
Group Service
8
65
780
Society. Scottie, Eaton, and David Miller along with some other
Workshops & Trainings*0
0
0
youth birders went birding at Jefferson Patterson Park, which
Appreciation Events
4
20
80
was the group’s first outing. It’s been great seeing these past
Projects
111
258
4216
campers getting more involved in birding.
2019
Activity Volunteers Hours
Group Service
16
203
1335
Workshops & Trainings 68
157
413
Appreciation Events
5
134
536
Projects
102
283
4771
*Due to COVID restrictions, workshops and trainings were
canceled. Staff did one-on-one trainings as needed for the
projects.
Grace created a Calvert Stewards newsletter that can be found
on our Volunteer Champions page. The Winter 2020 Newsletter
highlighted our 2020 Star Volunteers. This brief glimpse into the
different volunteers, their impressive life stories, and their
volunteer efforts highlights the wide range of opportunities the
Division offers for citizens to become involved in our parks.
Start them while they’re young! Calvert Steward Mary Hollinger
relies on her 5 year old grandson to remove the fallen branches
around the bluebird boxes.

Shannon received the following kudos for her efforts to
accommodate our Calvert Stewards: “I wanted to thank you
again for being able to reschedule the nest box monitoring
training. It meant a lot to Eaton [Ekarintaragun, one of our youth
Calvert Stewards] to have this opportunity. Katia [Tonolio,
Eaton’s mother]”
Tania shared a story from one of our volunteers on the Big
Cypress hike. She has come to our parks a lot over the years for
walking and thinking and that it has helped to keep her sane. This
was especially the case when her husband was seriously ill and
had to go to the hospital in Prince Frederick on a regular basis.
She would drop him off to do his thing and then she would come
here and walk the trail - and cry, and worry, and think - and then
feel better when she left than when she came in. She called it
“environmental psychotherapy.” Lately she and her husband and
her family have been regularly walking at Kings Landing and had
nothing but nice things to say about the staff there. Overall, they
had a great adventure on the Big Tree hike and saw some skunk
cabbage plants!
American Kestrel Partnership:

No matter your age or skill level, we can find just the right
volunteer job for you.

Gene is working with Chris Eberly from the Maryland Bird
Conservation Partnership to create nest box and monitoring
standards for American Kestrels and Barn Owls for the state of
Maryland. The American Kestrel Partnership online presentation
includes a short clip of Gene describing our project:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNfRibeEk9M&feature=yo
utu.be

https://calvertstewards.galaxydigital.com/
Scott Clark was recognized by the MRPA with the PARC Branch
Student Award for his work as a Calvert Steward and leading the
Southern Maryland Youth Birding Club.
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Monarch Watch

Shannon received the summary from the MAPS (Monitoring
Avian Productivity and Survivorship: MAPS) program at Ward
Farm Recreation & Nature Park. Over the four years we’ve been
conducting this study, we’ve caught 517 birds, 71 of which were
recaptures.

Shannon, along with Intern Felicia Hallworth and Calvert Steward
Jennifer Horsmon tagged our first monarch butterfly of the 2020
season in September. These tags help identify individuals as they
make their southward migration to Mexico, where they will
overwinter and then return north come spring.

Year

2017

2018

2019

2020

Total

Captures

140

119

110

148

517

Calvert Steward Cheryl Cox tagged 178 monarch butterflies from
September through November at her local family farm, and she
could have tagged more if we had gotten the second round of
tags to her sooner. Cheryl also sampled the adult butterflies for
disease, and Shannon included these with the samples she sent
to Project Monarch Health for analysis. We received our Project
Monarch Health Results from the 2020 season. Of 187 monarchs
we (mainly Cheryl Cox) tested, only 12 were infected with the OE
spores. Cheryl looks forward to this experience every summer,
and took it one step further this year by being a guest speaker at
her younger siblings’ school where she did a monarch
presentation. She spied a bizarre-looking caterpillar as long as an
adult’s hand, which Shannon identified as a Hickory Horned
Devil. They are quite impressive, if you’ve never seen one!

Dragonfly Surveys
Kim led the Dragonfly Mercury Project, studying the impact and
distribution of mercury in the environment.
Calvert Steward Jason Avery compiled a County-wide species list
as well as one for each Natural Resources Park. This is important
for establishing activity dates for this new County species.
Jason recorded two state rare dragonflies in Calvert County:
Laura’s Clubtail listed as a S2 (State Rare) and the Treetop
Emerald listed as a S1 (Critically Imperiled/Highly State Rare).

The beginning of the 2021 dragonfly season got off to an early
start with an ovipositing female Common Green Darner observed
at Calvert High School on March 25. This is a new early date for
the first odes to show up. More than likely a migrant female on
her way back from the south as a second generation Anax junius.
On April 12, Jason documented the county’s first ever sighting of
a Furtive Forktail—at Battle Creek Cypress Swamp near the
boardwalk. This turned out to be a super find, as it is ranked as
an S1 (Highly State Rare) and has only been reported in seven
counties in Maryland. This brought the species list at Battle Creek
to #28 and the county list to #84. On April 13, Ashy Clubtails were
emerging from Battle Creek and hundreds of Fragile Forktails
were observed demonstrating territoriality and ovipositing.

Shannon led a Volunteer Appreciation Monarch Tagging Trip and
managed to tag four monarchs out of about a hundred that we
saw. Calvert Steward Jennifer Horsmon enjoyed the opportunity
and was sad to see the season end. “Thank you for everything
Shannon. I really enjoyed doing this and I wish you weren't
leaving!! Hopefully I'll see you this winter at the owl banding!!”

Shannon completed the Monarch Larva Monitoring Project
training video. It is public so that anyone, not just staff and
volunteers, can learn the techniques for monitoring monarchs.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfsKBIuNJxI&feature=yout
u.be
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The first Monarch monitoring of 2021 was done on Monday,
Winter Raptor Road Survey
5/17. The new program managers, Grace and Tori , were joined
Gene developed a Raptor Road Survey opportunity to help
by Calvert Steward Karen Ritchie to measure milkweed and
collect records while complying with the COVID-19 restrictions.
count eggs. Two monarch eggs were found--the earliest
These data will be very helpful for estimating populations on a
recorded since the program began in 2018.
year by year basis.
In March 2021, Gene captured 3 Red Tailed Hawks, including one
originally banded on 2/18/2019. Red Tail 2207-01636 was
originally in the Saint Leonard area, and amazingly we recaptured
this bird in the exact same location as we did in 2019. She is in
good health and is known to be at least 5 years old now. Gene,
Shannon and Andy caught 7 American Kestrels and 3 Red
Shouldered Hawks in December.

Saw Whet Owl Banding
DID YOU KNOW…that the owl in the New York Rockefeller Center
Christmas tree was a Northern Saw-Whet Owl?
Andy had the station open through November 28. The first
capture of the season was a young (hatch-year) Eastern Screech
Owl, which we have caught two subsequent times in October.
We captured 39 Northern Saw Whet Owls including 4 birds that
were previously banded from other banding sites and different
years (Hillardton Ontario in 2019, Long Point Ontario in 2018,
New Paltz NY in 2018, and Dickinson Center NY in 2020.) We also
captured and banded 2 Eastern Screech Owls. Calvert Steward
Alisha Sutton is using our Saw-whet data for a master's class
project at Virginia Tech on correlations between owl captures
and wind direction. This amazing data can only be determined by
banding birds and running this station every night into the early
morning hours. Five Great Horned Owls were heard calling
during the study.

Gene created a google map of all of the Winter Raptor Trapping
Research Project captures. It’s still in development, but will
eventually be linked from the Winter Raptor project page.
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1PYMTCs1cTLjiwm0X98d9tUgOEGtCGvY&usp=sharing
Calvert Stewards Karen Anderson and Mike Carpenter have
enjoyed assisting with the Raptor Road Surveys. They said they
enjoy this volunteer project as it helps get them out of the house
during a slow time of the year.

Box Turtle Survey

Andy presented results of the Saw-whet Owl Banding project
during an Appreciation Event. Mary Hollinger was recognized for
attending the most nights during the season; she is still
enthusiastic about the project even if no owls were trapped
during her time there.

Calvert Steward Kathy Chow met with two other volunteers and
went over the general protocol and data collection. They
assessed the areas for best potential turtle habitat that would
also match the size and distance requirements of this study. They
measured, flagged and took GPS co-ordinates for four different
plots at both parks. They located, measured, notched and
recorded data for two turtles in two visits to Ward Farm. These
box turtles are not repeat finds from last year. We have yet to
find any at Biscoe Gray, but the season is still young!
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fine for Prothonotary though. Meanwhile, the new location for
Barn Owls of the Patuxent
Wood Duck Box #3 was a good choice; it has 19 eggs!
Andy has been working with others involved in understanding
and protecting this vulnerable species. He participated in three
webinars, developed a translocation and release plan for injured
Ewalt chick, reviewed three scientific papers on Barn Owl
speciation, distribution and coloration, and planned a volunteer
appreciation event
Andy worked with the Warner family on the construction of four
additional predator guards and plans for Barn Owl boxes for
Michael’s community service requirements; with Al Tucker for
installation of boxes on his property; and with Washington
College and Dan Small on habitat analysis for State-wide Barn
Owl nest locations as part of the Maryland Bird Conservation
Partnership Farmland Raptor Project.
Calvert Steward Karen Anderson scheduled volunteers for nest
box checks while staff & volunteers trapped at Allen’s Fresh for
morphology study. Andy built a trap for silo boxes in Frederick
County and created a plan with Tom Humphrey. Andy also had
discussions and researched potential transmitter options for
Barn Owl chick dispersal tracking; wrote a proposal to the federal
Bird Banding Lab for transmitter attachment; and prepared a
paper on the Barn Owl Patio Trap for submission for publication.
Andy was approached by David Johnson from Global Owl Project
to co-author a paper on adult Barn Owls as a result of the
extreme success on the trapping techniques Andy designed. Jim
Beltoff of Boise State University who is the leading Barn Owl
researcher in North America has asked Andy if he would consider
bringing a trap and demonstrating its use this summer.
In a presentation to the Anne Arundel Bird Club, Andy presented
the Natural History of Barn Owls, described the historical
conservation efforts in Maryland, and outlined some future
conservation goals for Barn Owls identified through the
Farmland Raptor Project. His knowledge of Barn Owl natural
history combined with anecdotes and stories made this a
fascinating journey into the life of this secretive raptor.
Recording provided by Anne Arundel Bird Club can be heard
here: https://www.calvertparks.org/barn-owls/
Nest Box Monitoring

Gene, Sam, Kim and Tori captured individuals to band the birds,
with numbered aluminum bands, as well as with color bands to
more easily identify individual birds. Great news. They
recaptured one of the male Prothonotary Warblers banded last
year. In 2020, he was captured by the garden pond and this year
he was captured near Box 7 along the boardwalk. He is now
banded with a USGS metal band on the right leg and red color
band on the left leg so he can be easily identified with binoculars.

Calvert Steward Mary Hollinger
painted dummy eggs. These
decoys fool House Sparrows, an
invasive European bird that
destroys bluebird nests, into
thinking they’ve already laid eggs
in a nest.
After the Wood Ducks vacated
their boxes Screech Owls have
took over!

Shannon created a Prothonotary Warbler volunteer training
video. https://www.youtube.com/PROW-training. and an
introductory video about monitoring wood duck nest boxes. It is
on Facebook and the Calvert Nature Society YouTube channel.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-76Ln4nhVY
Calvert Steward Karen Ritchie photographed a male
Prothonotary Warbler scoping out new box 6, installed on the
pole that used to belong to Wood Duck Box 3. Shannon and
Calvert Steward Ben Springer moved #3 further downstream as
it only had one egg over the last few years. It was probably too
close to the boardwalk for the wood ducks; it appears to be just
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blind in this eye either from birth defect or a condition that
Other Bird Counts and Surveys
developed while growing up, which adds to the likely hood this
Calvert Steward Jason Avery joined Gene in an Bald Eagle Count
bird was struck by a vehicle. Fingers crossed this bird makes a
at Flag Ponds Nature Park. They counted 73 bald eagles during
good recovery. We all know she is in great hands at the Owl
an hour-long period.. Calvert Stewards Craig & Joanne Simmons
Moon Raptor Center in Boyd’s MD Suzanne.
and Mary & Gordon Burton are monitoring the nests at
Gatewood Preserve and Flag Ponds Nature Park as part of a
regional Eagle Nest Watch program.
Around Christmas and New Year’s, birders fan out across the
region to conduct annual Christmas Counts. Andy coordinates
the efforts for Calvert County. Calvert Steward Mary Hollinger
saw an immature Green Heron on the Patuxent River Christmas
Bird Count. Green Herons nest in our area but migrate to the Gulf
states and Central and South America for the winter. This is the
first record for the Count since it began in 1996.
Gene assisted Patuxent River Park Naturalist Greg Kearns
banding Ospreys on the lower Patuxent River.

Mary responded to a report of a Barred Owl at Mt Harmony
Elementary School. It had been hit by a car, pulled out of their
grill, and left for dead. But the wife went back just to be sure, and
it was standing on the side of the road! By the time Mary got
there it was in a tree out of reach, and then flew off.
Andy got a report that one of the Barn Owl chicks banded in
Prince Frederick was being treated for injuries at the Baltimore
Zoo. It was found in Baltimore City, approximately 60 miles north
of where it fledged. Plans are being made for a possible
translocation if it recovers and is able to be released.
The Great Horned Owl that Gene rescued from Fishing Creek was
successfully rehabilitated and released back to the wild.
We received a report from Calvert Steward Anna Cox that barred
owls were using a nest box Andy installed on their farm. A couple
of years ago, the Cox family cut a tree down that, unknown to
them, had two Barred Owl chicks in it. Unfortunately, one died.
The surviving chick was placed in a nest box on a tree near the
original nest tree. The parents continued feeding the chick and a
few weeks later, they accepted an orphaned chick that Suzanne
Shoemaker, our raptor rehabilitator, placed in the nest. Both
chicks fledged. It is great news to learn that they are nesting in
that box this year!

Wildlife Rescues

Miscellaneous Items of Note

Calvert Stewards responded to 83
calls in 2020 to capture and
transport 20 different species of
birds (including this Bald Eagle),
as well as 3 turtles and a beaver.

Gene assisted Economic Development on the new birding trail
map as an additional resource for eco-tourism. From Hilary
Dailey Tourism Specialist from Economic Development: “I am
happy to report that the Calvert Birding web page has been
perked up and refreshed! The page now totes the Birding Trail
banner, a bit of information about birding, and lists the stops on
the
map,
along
with
descriptions.”
https://choosecalvert.com/135/Birding

Andy received a call about an
injured hawk someone saw near
the 231 Benedict bridge. Gene
headed over so we could get it to
a rehabilitation center. He pulled
off the road and saw it was not a
hawk but a juvenile Peregrine
Falcon! Once in his hands he
discovered it had a USGS federal
bird band and a color band. Gene
submitted the band information
to the Bird Banding Lab. This bird was banded this year, likely as
a nestling or captured at a migration station. The bird was very
thin and had likely been struck by a vehicle, yet alert and sitting
up right. We also noticed the right eye was very abnormal and
had a silvery coloration to the retina. This bird very well could be

A kick off program for the Calvert Birding Trail was held May 8.
Gene recruited members of the Southern Maryland Youth
Birding Club to lead bird walks during the program. Hilary let us
know that the Calvert Birding Trail has been selected to be
submitted to the MEDA (Maryland Economic Development
Association) Recognition Program. Crossed fingers that we might
soon be able to call it the “award-winning Calvert Birding Trail.”
A Marbled Godwit was spotted by Calvert Steward Eaton
Ekarintaragun, a former summer camper of Gene’s. It’s really
great to see our past campers getting into birding like this and
contributing to our knowledge of the amazing nature around us!
The last time this species was spotted in Calvert was in 2014 by
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Sherman Suter (another Calvert Steward). See Eaton’s photos on
Karyn is working with Communications and Media Relations on
ebird: https://ebird.org/species/margod/US-MD-009
the design of meadow management interpretive signs, funded
by a Southern Maryland Heritage Area Seed Grant .
 Gene and Calvert Steward Jason
Avery found a Great White Heron
at Calvert Beach. This is the white
morph of the Great Blue Heron
and usually is only in South Florida.
This is the 3rd record for
Maryland.
Karyn is on the Committee to develop
the Master Plan for the MD
Department of Natural Resources
Hallowing Point State Park. She is also
on the Patuxent River Conference
Planning Committee. This year, the
conference was a weekly series of webinars reflecting on the
topics of past PAXCON workshops: Science Communication,
Climate Change, Streams and Wetlands. Karyn is also assisting
with planning the Climate Change Professionals Summit.
Karyn, along with Chris Sperling (Planning & Zoning) and Kirsti
Uunila (independent researcher and recently retired from P&Z)
met with students from George Mason University to prepare for
a series of oral history projects focused on agriculture in Calvert
County. A public workshop was led by American Folklife Center
to teach interviewing techniques. The students conducted oral
histories for the “Culture of Agriculture Past and Present in
Calvert County” project. The students presented samples of their
oral histories. With the transcripts, audio and video records, and
the names of more people to interview, we now have a rich
repository of information and content which will feed future
projects!.
The Department partnered with the University of Maryland
Global Campus. The team will be working on a project at Flag
Ponds Nature Park. In the future, this partnership could provide
assistance on other issues such as climate resiliency,
sustainability and restoration projects. The Masters Students of
the University of Maryland Global Campus were selected as the
winners of the MRPA Park & Resource Conservation Branch
(PARC) Award “Planning & Design with Environmental Protection
in Mind” for their partnership with the division on two Capstone
projects.

 Painted Buntings have been reported in Calvert County in
Chesapeake Beach and Dares Beach. Normally found in
Florida, nine individuals have been found in Maryland in the
winter—four which were in Calvert! This year is unusual
because of the number being seen state-wide. Here’s a
photo taken at Great Falls, MD by Jacques Pitteloud,
Switzerland's ambassador to the United States, for eye
candy.
 Tori discovered during her evening walk a nesting pair of
Killdeer in the Calvert High School parking lot. That is pretty
exciting because although it is common for them to nest in
parking lots and fields, we do not have many reports in this
county. Spring migration is happening: Louisiana
Waterthrush, Ovenbird, and Northern Parula, Prairie,
Yellow-throated and other Warblers are being found. Gene
placed the trail cam at the Battle Creek Pond—we hope to
get some interesting photos of birds and other wildlife..
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The City Nature Challenge was held April 30-May 3. This global
Scout and Community Service
Bioblitz aims to document plants, animals, fungi and other
The pandemic restrictions resulted in fewer scout and
biodiversity over the four day period. In Calvert County, which is
community service projects. Past years, over two dozen scouts
part of the Washington DC challenge, we had 38 people make
and community service groups provided more than 1,300 hours.
1,143 observations of 420 species. Karyn observed 143 species in
In 2020, eight Eagle Scouts successfully completed their projects.
Calvert (top for the County, while in the top 20, out of 1,900
Calvert Nature Society was awarded $2000 from the Calvert
observers, for the region as a whole) with Shannon and Grace,
Environmental Trust for Youth (CETY) program to support service
along with Calvert Stewards Jennifer Horsmon, Mary Hollinger,
projects in 2021.
Jason Avery and Mary Ellen Boynton contributing to our greater
 Joni Ramsay’s girl scout troop made 12 Bluebird boxes
knowledge of species in the County.
 The Warner family built nest boxes
The Volunteer Policy Implementation Committee met to review
 Lorilei Osterhouse's Gold Award Project of Bluebird
the policy and to develop the plan for implementation.
house and Predator Guard construction.
Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership
 Eaton Karintarigun constructed Phoebe and Barn
Both Calvert Nature Society and the Division have joined as
Swallow nest shelves
official partners. Gene and Andy are developing a Conservation
 Xavier Dailey is planning his Eagle Scout project to
Plan for the Farmland Raptor Initiative, part of the Maryland Bird
create the Fox Den Trail at Ward Farm Nature Park
Conservation Partnership. This Plan focuses on the protecting
 Loralei Osterhouse is planning her Gold Award at one of
critical habitat needed for Barn Owls and American Kestrels as
the Nature Parks
well as actions to promote nesting success. Our Barn Owl work
 Zoe Huesman will complete a boardwalk project for her
was featured by Partnership in a presentation on Farmland
Girl Scout Gold award
Raptors
to
Central
Maryland
Audubon
Society.
 Erik Danielson finished the Cat Hole overlook platform at
https://marylandbirds.org/
Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm to earn his Eagle Scout award.
This provides a safe vantage point to view the spot on Battle
Creek known as the Cat Hole.

 Boy Scout Eoin Smylie constructed and installed two Bee
Hotels at Kings Landing Park for his Eagle Scout Project.
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Junior Scouts Gabrielle and Brianna, completed shrub
Our office gets many requests and questions about wildlife from
planting at Gatewood. Their girl scout troop 1281
the public.
constructed and installed a turtle basking platform at the
 Andy provided advice on a Coyote sighting in Huntingtown
observation blind on Cocktown Creek at Kings Landing Park.
and identification of a melanistic Watersnake in Dunkirk.
 Andy helped to identify a Dekay’s Brown Snake from a photo
we received.

 Girl Scout Taylor Cherry moved a firepit at Kings Landing
Park to a more suitable location at the Amphitheater and
created an activity pamphlet based on the park. She also
designed a patch to be given out to individuals who
successfully completed the pamphlet
 Scout Evan Davis and 9 other scouts/parents removed an old
rotting bridge from the entrance to North Ridge Trail and
replaced it with a new boardwalk, further extending to cover
frequently wet areas

Karyn received this from a citizen who was asking about
motorized scooter/ADA access to the Battle Creek Boardwalk:
Wow. Thanks so much for the speedy reply and all the detail. To
be honest, your reply almost made me cry. It is so seldom that I
get responses as helpful and complete as yours when inquiring
about accessibility options. I especially appreciate the added
photo and trail closure map, and the detail about getting to the
trail and related surface challenges. This couldn't have been more
helpful. Thank you so much for taking the time to provide this
detail. Unfortunately, it looks like this will not be the trip for me,
however, I am happy to brag about the park to my more mobile
friends. Thanks again. You really don't know how much you made
my day with your reply. :-)

 Six scouts and four parents from Troop 347 worked on the
challenge course. They were here for about 5 hours. They
put stain on all the wood and put the new rope up.
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Facebook & You Tube

Spearheaded by Tania, our naturalists, interns, and counselors
have been busy creating alternative programs and online
lessons. Our naturalists continue to teach in-person programs
and online lessons. https://www.calvertparks.org/Activities.
See the table at end of report for details on program statistics.
Zoom Programs
Our inaugural Zoom program “Celebrate Mud Day” had one
family via Zoom, and another dozen people watching on
Facebook. In March 2021 alone, we held five Zoom programs
reaching 203 people.
Six children and their parents joined Intern Colin Murphy in our
virtual program “Backyard Explorers” summer camp. Feedback
from one family: “Please tell Colin we learned a lot and I loved
the way he presented the information. It was very interactive and
exciting for the kids.”
Tropical Storm Isaias provided
an interesting backdrop to
Tania’s “Water Week” virtual
summer program. Eight families
(15 kids & parents) attended.
In a presentation to the Anne
Arundel Bird Club, Andy
presented the Natural History of Barn Owls, described the
historical conservation efforts in Maryland, and outlined some
future conservation goals for Barn Owls identified through the
Farmland Raptor Project. His knowledge of Barn Owl natural
history combined with anecdotes and stories made this a
fascinating journey into the life of this secretive raptor. So far 115
people have watched the recording provided by Anne Arundel
Bird Club https://www.calvertparks.org/barn-owls/ .
Karyn’s webinar on Spring Flowers for the Anne Arundel Master
Gardeners had 107 people attend.
The Patuxent River Webinar Series was a four week series on
Climate Change and the Patuxent (10/29); The Importance of
Wetlands in the Region (11/5); Stream Ecology and Restoration
(11/12) and Outreach and Advocacy for River Health (11/19).
More than 110 people attended at least one of the four
webinars. Recordings are available on the Calvert Nature Society
Webinar page. https://www.calvertparks.org/webinars
Jade
posted
a
bitmoji
classroom
on
our
Nature@Home web site:
https://www.calvertparks.org/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK0JkII1pWpgbWP9ygAwSTg
https://www.calvertcountymd.gov/2663/Natural-Resources

Just a few examples of the posts and their impacts:
 Intern Amy Nicholson’s video “All About Snakes” was posted
on YouTube, and as of July 31, has 162 views
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNFUAaBpFA0).
 Backyard Campout (7/23) reached 6.4K; 286 engagements
 Weed It or Leave It (7/21) reached 3.8K; 642 engagements
 It’s Wineberry Season (7/15) reached 2.2K; 368 engagements
 What Natural Wonders Have You Seen (7/30) reached 973
people, 70 engagements
 Magical Animals (Owls) (10/26) reached
397; 33 engagements
 “Who knows what this beautiful little
monster will become?” engaged 635
people. To find out what this animal is, go
to the post
https://www.facebook.com/BattleCreekNatureEducationSociet
y/posts/4814603955277649
 What in the world is this? challenge (12/2) reached 448
people; 78 engagements.
 Outdoor Cooking (12/31) reached 572; 30 engagements,
 Hike to the Big Cypress (1/13) reached 3,006 people; 281
engagements,
 Weekly Naturalist Challenge (1/25) reached 1,442 people; 81
engagements
 Sam’s Intern Chronicles (4/14) reached 890; 49 engagements
 Meet the Dekay’s Snake (4/29: reached 741 people; 77
engagements
After Shannon’s very successful Candy Cane Compass program,
most of the families had such a good time that they stayed
around to do a second compass course and planned to return to
do the ones that are posted on the website. Feedback from a
family that attended the Candy Cane Compass program: “Thanks
again for putting together the candy cane compass activity this
weekend. We had a great time and it was so nice to get outside!”
and from a child: “This was awesome! I learned a lot. It was
better than school.” “Thanks for reaching out, Shannon! I
registered Luke and Ben, they really enjoyed it last time and their
dad even took them back to do it again.”
Shannon created the “How to Use a Base Plate Compass” video
and guides for 10 separate self-guided compass courses at
Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm. Try them out for yourself.
https://www.calvertparks.org/compass.
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For the July 25-26 “Great American Campout” the Naturalists
Jessy (pictured) and Amy led a successful “Fossil Find” and a
developed a comprehensive “Choose Your Own Adventure”
“Moonrise Hike” at Flag Ponds Nature Park. The families wore
program. The naturalists created videos about different aspects
masks and were able to socially distance from other families.
of camping: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SI-OHoPGDpQ
Seven families participated in a Camp Cookout Challenge, Night
Hike and Campfire No-Talent Show. Here’s what one participant
shared: “The past few months have really caused us to think
about what we truly find to be the most valuable and treasured
aspects of our lives. In that light, knowing that Calvert Nature
Society, and more specifically You [Tania], are a constant in our
lives and in this area has really brought us a lot of contentedness
and appreciation. We really anticipate the time when we can
return to CNS activities in a regular way. I truly wanted to say,
Tania received kudos for the kayak trip she and Intern Colin
thank you for this. I decided to join on a bit of a whim and it
Murphy led: “Thank you so much for the great kayaking trip on
turned out to be so wonderful. It was the best, more connected
August 1. My two friends and I had a wonderful time looking and
few days we’ve had in a while. We’re planning to do the scat
learning about all the plants, flowers and animals. We were lucky
activity and wintergreen experiment this evening. Thank you! We
to see a bald eagle and a family of osprey. Tania and Colin were
enjoyed the times we got to be part of the campout. Technical
very knowledge, friendly, and professional. They took good care
difficulties with our phone was irritating because we couldn't join
of us. Tania made sure we hydrated throughout the trip. They
in. But it was a fun experience.”
both took all necessary precautions to ensure our safety in the
In Person Programs
water and against Covid 19. With the heat, they kept their masks
Jessy along with counselors Sarah and Suzanne Fox, led a Park
on. This was an inside joke we had between the group. Good for
Trek at Ward Farm Recreation & Nature Park. We had 3 families
the soul...out on the water, seeing beautiful flora and fauna.
with 9 participants and 3 staff. They hiked, keeping an eagle
(Michele)Thank you for the most caring and beautiful tour for our
length distance between other families. Staff were spaced out
little private group! With even a sweeper at the end for us slower
between the families and it worked well to keep the hikers apart.
ones! I loved every minute of the beauty peace stillness and
All staff and hikers wore masks, although they could remove
wonder of the ride! (Marcia) I am proud to be a member of the
them if they became too hot or were drinking water. The families
Calvert Nature Society. Calvert county has great waters, plant
enjoyed getting a "behind the scenes” peek with lots of questions
life, and wildlife. How fortunate we are to live in Calvert County.
about the new park and when various phases would be
Thank again Tania and Colin for a memorable day! We hope to
completed. They are very enthusiastic for the park to open.
join you for another kayaking adventure in the future. Warm
Regards, Marcia Boehman, Michele Sullivan Linda Rashidi”

During our Wild Wednesday program, we offered parents the
opportunity to reserve a spot in Wisner Hall to use the wifi and
have a few hours for teleworking. The parents loved it!

Shannon lead an owl hike at Ward Farm for 2 families (11 people)
and two hikes at Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm (18 people). On one
evening, barred owls responded within the first few minutes and
on the other the barred owl waited until the end. Other
highlights were hearing flocks of geese calling, hiking by
moonlight, stargazing, and seeing a flying squirrel up close. The
stars were vibrant and the children who were timid at the
beginning of the hike decided they weren’t afraid of the dark by
the end of the evening. And her Christmas Possum program had
four families, all had a great time in spite of the bitter cold. It was
fun to see their smiling faces as they held fistfuls of candy canes.
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Jade created a Mad Chemist activity box. Families purchased the
box and we offered lessons for activities that they can do at
What’s a little rain when you’ve join our Mud Monsters
home. She received a lot of positive feedback. Everyone who
Spring Break program?
talked to Jade said that they liked that they were not online
Families enjoyed pickin’ up paw paws and puttin’ ‘em in their
programming; most of them have lost interest in online
pockets with Jessy and Jade.
programs because their kids are burnt out. From one family
Jade at the Fishing Creek boardwalk in Chesapeake Beach
“Thank you for putting the chemistry kits together! The kids are
prepping for the "National Take a Hike Day" program.
having trouble pacing themselves so they do not rush through!”
Amateur Taxidermy: Gene lead a two part series and taught
They shared a video of one activity and are excited about the
Shannon, Tori, Tania, and Sam (pictured) how to prepare
next kit. We’ve received some great feedback on the box.
study skins, beaks, and feet of a woodcock, barred owl,
great-horned owl, screech owl, mink, and American bittern.

Kim and Gene coordinated “The Animal Mating Game.” Five
couples competed against each another to figure out which
animals have the weirdest and wildest mating habits in this triviastyle event. It went really well and participants had a lot of fun.
Kim & Tania presented a half day workshop at the Maryland
Association of Environmental and Outdoor Educators (MAEOE)
conference on phenology and Jessy presented on her Mad
Science summer camp. Kim, Tania, and Jessy’s workshops at
MAEOE were awesome with 65 participants. This conference is
one of the largest state-run conferences of Environmental and
Outdoor Educators in the county, and shifting to an on-line
platform provided an even larger reach, despite the challenges
of engaging with the participants in what are normally hand-on
interactive sessions. Jade presented at the National Association
for Interpretation (NAI) conference on programming during
COVID including the Bitmoji classroom and Mad Science Kits.
Jade’s NAI workshop had 42 attendees.
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 Tania incorporated Padlet, an online resource, into her
Teen Programs
Homeschool programs; she learned about this at the MAEOE
Tania planned monthly Teen Homeschool programs. Instead of
conference. Families are able to upload photos of their
doing an overnight trip to Assateague Island, Tania and Jade and
experiments at home to an online board, which can be
Intern Felicia Hallworth ran a full day program for teens at the
shared and families can see them. The board can be
park. They kayaked, hiked, cooked food over a campfire-- pretty
maintained throughout the season. Pretty cool!
much everything except a campout overnight.
 Gene created info graphic on Peregrine Falcon hunting
abilities that put into perspective how high up Peregrine’s
can spot their prey and begin their attack and calculated the
speed and time it would take for the whole attack.

Throughout September we held the Parks for Pollinators
Challenge, we encouraged Calvert Stewards to document their
findings on iNaturalist. Mary Hollinger has found the most—
228—of the 959 records. This is a national campaign organized
by the National Recreation and Park Association focused on
raising public awareness of the current pollinator crisis by
encouraging local action and positioning parks as a national
leader
in
advancing
pollinator
health
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/parks-for-pollinators2020-calvert-county.
Summer Solstice Beach Ball Hunt and Winter Solstice Snowflake
Search: Families found beach balls at several different nature
parks: Kings Landing Park, Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm and
Hutchins Pond. Snowflakes were placed at Battle Creek Cypress
Swamp, Kings Landing Park, and 17 other locations around the
county. Check out the Parks & Recreation Facebook post for
photos. We hope everyone who participated enjoyed the
adventure.
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Our CHESPAX partners supported a Tree Planting initiative with
CHESPAX
Northern High School: Tree Plenish to help build sustainable
CHESPAX programs were featured on the Green Schools National
communities through youth engagement. They planted at least
Network website highlighting the longstanding partnerships
225 trees on April 24, 2021 to offset the school's paper usage
between Calvert County Natural Resources Division, other local
during one academic year. NHS uses roughly 2.25 million sheets
environmental groups and the Calvert County Public Schools
of paper a year. Check out their webpage www.treeCHESPAX: A Thirty Year Environmental Education Partnership
plenish.org/northern
Along the Chesapeake Bay | Green Schools National Network
The Naturalists made several adjustments in the CHESPAX
program to adapt to the COVID requirements of schools. In
February, the kindergarten “Animal Habitats” programs was held
virtually, with a combination of live Zoom presentation, recorded
videos, and activity handouts; normally we would be in the
schools in January. Shannon created a video on how we try to
mimic the animals’ natural habitats to provide their needs. All of
the third grade “Terrapins” programs, which we normally teach
in the Spring, were virtual in the fall.
Naturalists filmed lessons for the CHESPAX programs. Tania
reviewed the water quality station with 5th grade teachers from
Dowell Elementary so that pictures and video footage can be
used with the Oyster Restoration Project virtual field trip. Always
prepared for the unexpected surprises with outdoor education,
Gene talked to the grade teachers about the Great-Horned Owl
found along the Fishing Creek boardwalk just before their arrival.
The owl was unable to fly so was transported to Owl Moon
Raptor Rehabilitation center.
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APPENDIX A: Program Summary

FY2021 Summary

VISITATION

FACILITY RENTALS

FEES COLLECTED

(participants)

(number of events)
NonFY2021
FY2020
Profit

($)

FY2021

FY2020

Change

Battle Creek
Flag Ponds

20,614

2974
31,977

-50%

Kings Landing

15,717

14,455

-14%

FY2021

FY2020

Change

$$16,046

$775
$31,301

-49%

$100

$11,307

-99%

47

$16,146

$43,383

-63%

FY2021
Programs
80

FY2020
Programs
82

FY2021
Part.
706

FY2020
Part.
504

2

5

16

9

55

46

12

418

3

Wisner Hall

22

Pavilion

10

Camping

11

Equestrian

1

Total

28629

49406

-42%

Program Category
General Public Program

Flag
Ponds
28

Battle
Creek
30

Kings
Landing
16

School's Out Programs

2

Summer Camps

NRD
Virtual
6
9

Camp
Days

46

Kayak Trips: Public

5

Volunteer
Junior Rangers

2
8

1

21

2

59

6

128

9

10

49

29

Kayak Trips: Groups

1

16

Birthday Party

2

62

Scouts

1

Chespax

1

3

8

56

16

207

343

3265

Other Calvert School

1

Other School Groups

5

5

Pre-School/Daycare

1

5
17

13

10
580

School Outreach

45

Non-School Group

10

Self-Led Group

1

Community Outreach

1

1

2

15

73

1

9

25

253

3

95

150

Special Event
Canceled Programs

4

1

10

Column TOTAL

39

32

22

17

242

46

61

46

172

135

459
1260
5487
Participant
Program TOTAL
1624
22,812
Hours
The program summary does not include the estimated number that would have been scheduled had they been allowed.
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APPENDIX B: Flag Ponds Nature Park Annual Report
APPENDIX C: Kings Landing Park Annual Report
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Flag Ponds Nature Park

Staff Updates

Parks and Recreation staff helped fill voids in staffing and
Visitation
accommodate the extra duties due to COVID policies. Gabi
The park filled to capacity most days. County Highway Backus, Hannah Matteson, Norman Adams, Yvonne Foote,
Division provided a large electronic sign on Route 4 stating and Ashley Wilkerson
that the park was open to residents only through October.
Park Technician Andrew Miller started at Flag Ponds Nature
Month
Visitors FY2020
Income*
Park. He was originally set to be employed through the
July
2665
7,100
<$12,000>
Southern Maryland Job Source Center, however his program
August
2,100
7,780
< $16,000>
was only placing people in teleworking positions. So, while
September 1,500
3,300
<$6,500 >
he was unable to be paid to work at the park, he agreed to
October
877
900
< $1,500>
help out as a volunteer. Drew brings his experience from
November 2987
851
helping us last year, a lot of enthusiasm and positivity, and
December 1223
718
we are happy to have his help.
January
2,110
1,134
$3,476
February
732
1,353
$1060
Park Ranger Taylor Garner was accepted into the Watershed
March
3,233
2,898
$4,441
Stewards Academy. Overall, she found the program to be
April
3,187
406
$5,493
very helpful in educating her about the issues communities
May
4,346
3,695
&9,065
face with rainwater runoff and pollution, and has taught her
*With the County resident only restrictions and not
ways that these issues can be resolved. For her capstone
collecting entrance fees due to COVID policies, we tracked
project, Taylor will be exploring ways to improve
lost income, reflected in brackets.
stormwater management in the main parking area, around
the Education Building and Visitor Center.
Water Quality
As part of the routine water testing of public beaches, in
July, the Health Department detected bacteria (Enterococci,
not E. coli) in levels higher than what is acceptable. Follow
up testing indicated that the bacteria levels were normal.
The extremely high temperatures have resulted in an
incident: Ranger Taylor Garner reported a fish kill in the
pond on the south end of the beach on 7/24. She promptly
contacted MD Department of the Environment. DOE was
not concerned about the incident, especially given the
extremely dry, rain-free days with sporadic storms.

Flag Ponds Nature Park
Taylor Lundstrom, Park Manager
Taylor Garner, Park Ranger
Emma McCarthy, Park Ranger
Jennifer Yoder, Park Ranger
Marcus Paul, Park Ranger (former)
Taylor Quinn, Park Technician
Abby Rieve, Park Technician
Shelley Bailey, Park Technician
Andrew Miller, Volunteer Park Tech
Administration
Karyn Molines, Division Chief
Sarah Godwin, Office Specialist
Park Maintenance
Beau Sanders, Park Supervisor
Jordan Dailey, Acting Park Supervisor
Ian Keeley, Grounds Maintenance Worker
Troy Weakley, Grounds Maintenance Worker
Michael Jones, Grounds Maintenance Worker (former)
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Maintenance Projects
Thanks to weekly trail monitoring checks by Calvert Steward Janet Barnes, help from
volunteer Park Technician Andrew Miller, and ongoing maintenance by park staff,
several visitors have complimented the trails in the park saying that they are accessible,
easy to navigate, and well maintained! We completing several projects, including:
blazing the North Loop trail, trimming low hanging branches along park roadways,
building up a retaining wall to slow erosion, improvements the hunter’s lot, including
adding new posts and rope to close the lot when it is not hunting season.
Beau brought a tractor to the park and graded the beach access road, removing several
potholes, and prepared a space for additional gravel to be added for staff parking and a new
storage shed.
 Taylor G and Abby worked together to add temporary fencing to the beach area, creating
distinct “trails” for visitors. The hope is that this addition will help minimize impact as
visitors travel from the bathrooms to the water, allowing natural vegetation to grow
providing stabilization and habitat around the backside of the ponds.
 Big thanks to Cornell Johnson from Highway Maintenance for dropping off a load of CR6 to resurface the staff parking lot. This has been a much needed project as there are
several low-lying muddy spots that need to be filled. Andrew spread out the gravel to
resurface the parking lot.
The Maryland Conservation Corps crew based out of Merkle NRMA came to the park four
separate days to help dig the new trail. Their help was invaluable and allowed us to make a
considerable amount of progress on this project. Ranger Brian Bussard, Park Manager Taylor
Lundstrom, Ranger Taylor Garner and Matteson worked together to clear an old wood pile
from the handicap parking lot. Overall, 3,320 pounds of wood from old park features was
removed!
Taylor L, with the help of Beau, led a Trail Building 101 training for Flag Ponds and Kings
Landing staff. We covered the basics of single track trails, how to make sustainable trails, and
tool safety before heading out to begin breaking ground on a new trail addition at Flag Ponds.
 Jenny and KLP Park Manager Brian Bussard worked together to clear the corridor; KLP
Park Tech Ben Krause and volunteer Drew are digging new trail; Abby and Ian working on
the trail
Park trail monitors made staff aware of a drainage issue on Lower North Ridge Trail. After
examining the issue, Jennifer and Taylor L created a small grade reversal and cleared a
drainage area off trail for water to flow. The fix has been holding up well and providing a dry
trail for visitors to use.
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Students from the University of Maryland Global Campus completed their capstone research project where they
conducted a feasibility study on adding a shelter to Flag Ponds Nature Park beach. Their time and thorough research is
greatly appreciated. They helped outline obstacles we may run into during the process, as well as providing a variety of
practical solutions.
A local Cub Scout Troop planned a last minute service project in the park on Saturday 12/12. Eight kids and their parents
came in to do a socially distanced trash clean-up on the park beach. Their only complaint was that the beach was too
clean and the project didn’t take as long as they had intended!
 Staff installed a new sign at the entrance with park information including
hours, fees, and basic rules and regulations.
 Thanks to the help of Cornell Jones, Ray Ward, and Keith Howard of
Highways, Flag Ponds now has an honor box at the entrance station! This
addition will allow visitors to securely pay the entrance fees to the park
when there isn’t a staff member at the entrance station.
 Taylor Q, Jenny, and Abby, along with Taylor G and Taylor L worked
together to construct and install a new bulletin board to place outside
of the Visitor Center. Jenny even updated an illustrative map of the park
to reflect the changing shoreline at the beach.
 On Monday 8/17, staff observed the observation pier fully in water for
the first time in quite a while!
 Abby worked hard to update an interpretive display along the beach path.
She did a great job at making an engaging display to educate visitors about
paw paw fruit that has just started to ripen in the park. Abby, Jennifer and
Taylor Q. collaborated to create a colorful new interpretive sign to
educate visitors about the different ways plants and animals prepare for
the winter.
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Boardwalks and Piers
Abby surveyed park boardwalks and found several decking boards that needed replacement.
Along with the help of other park staff, she has worked diligently to replace the old boards with
new wood. Andrew, Taylor G and Taylor L worked together to replace rotted posts and
deteriorating railings on the observation platform. They were able to rebuild a safer structure
by repurposing lumber from prior projects in the park. Beau and Ian assisted Taylor L. in making
repairs to a section of the boardwalk heading to the pier. This area of the boardwalk was
underwater more often than not and needed to be elevated as well as have a stringer replaced.
 Tropical Storm Isaias resulted in downed trees on entrance and beach access road. Downed trees and high water
damaged some sections on Duncan Pond Boardwalk. The trail was closed to visitors due to the storm damage.
McKenzie Contracting completed the Duncan’s Pond boardwalk improvements and the trail is now able to reopen for
visitors to enjoy. Beau and Mike re-graded the gravel driveway to repair erosion damage from the recent storms. No
building damage was found. High water from TS Isaias combined with rainfall resulted in continuously high water
levels at the beach. Pictured are the footprints of one of the visitors enjoying the new boardwalk.

 Eagle Scout Evan Davis and nine other scouts/parents removed an old rotting
bridge from the entrance to North Ridge Trail and replaced it with a new
boardwalk, further extending to cover frequently wet areas. The group made sure
to keep distancing in mind, and wore face masks while resting in the shade. The
finished boardwalk looks great! We hope to get them back to help with other
boardwalk projects in the future for several other troop members needing to
achieve their own Eagle Scout awards.
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Invasive Species
Taylor L completed an invasive management plan for Phragmites at Flag Ponds.
With the help of Beau and KLP Park Manager Bussard, Taylor Q, Abby, and Taylor L removed
approximately 2000 sq. ft. of Phragmites growing at the beach hopefully allowing more space for
native plants like this saltmarsh mallow to grow. We then covered the cut area with black plastic,
and staked it down. This experimental area is to test the effectiveness of a non-chemical removal
process of this invasive species. Since this is in a well-traveled public area, we placed temporary
fencing and signage educating visitors about invasive species, and the specific work that was done
at this site. Photos: “Before” photo of Phragmites and “After” picture with plastic staked down.

Park staff focused their time and energy on cutting back invasive stilt grass along trails and roadways right before the grass
goes to seed. This should help minimize the spread of the grass within the park, and prevent visitors from accidentally
taking seeds home with them. After a lot of hard work and dedication, they were able to clear a buffer along all trails and
roadways in the park to slow future spread of this invasive grass.
On Sunday 9/6, three Calvert Steward removed invasive stilt grass and invasive beefsteak from a rain garden behind the
Education Building. The volunteers then added several native plants to the garden to help manage stormwater and provide
food sources for birds and pollinators.
Jenny, Emma, and Taylor L. removed a patch of invasive wineberry at the start of the North Ridge trail, planted native
trees, and installed tree tubes to protect them from deer browse.
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Nature Observations
Horseshoe crab mating season occurs between May and July. On Thursday, June 11, Taylor G
counted 67 horseshoe crabs on shore during her morning beach check! An awesome box
turtle was spotted along the boardwalk to the beach. Monarchs are at the park! Several
pollinators have been spotted enjoying the milkweed and other blooming wildflowers along
the park entrance road! Park staff saw hummingbirds enjoying our newly transplanted
obedient plant (Physostegia virginiana) growing in the entrance station garden. We have been
working hard to add native plants to this space, and are quite pleased to find pollinators
enjoying the additions.
A very interesting plant, corpse plant (also known as Indian pipe), was found growing near
the Education Building.
While clearing trails and picking up trash that had washed up in the Natural Heritage area
on the beach staff were rewarded with a couple neat snake sightings—a young black racer
ready to shed and a copperhead blending in with the surrounding leaves.

When opening the beach one weekend, Marcus saw otters swimming in the water!
Pictured are several snowy photos captured from the many snowy days of January
and February.
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Other Projects
Staff from Point Lookout State Park brought a donation of display items from their
Nature Center to help spruce up the Visitor Center.
A grant was awarded by the Southern Maryland Heritage Area for interpretive signs
for Flag Ponds Nature Park ($3000). Abby has generously used her artistic talent to
help Taylor G develop interpretive signs for the observation pier. Abby drew numerous
beautiful bird silhouettes along with a very unique illustration that will be used to
interpret food webs of the Chesapeake Bay. CMR has helped us create three
interpretive panels for the observation pier. Soon we will be ready to fabricate and
install them.
 Taylor Q and Abby worked together to design and illustrate a park Bingo board to
hand out to visitors to celebrate Earth Day. Prizes including CCPR branded water
bottles, recycled bird feeders from the Solid Waste Division, and milkweed seed
packets. Visitors really enjoyed this program and staff received several requests to
repeat it in the future.
 On Saturday 4/24 Emma led a beach clean-up event, along with the help of Taylor
Q. They had several groups pre-register, and even more show up on the day of
ready to help. Overall, 79 people participated in the clean-up event. Following the
beach clean-up, Taylor Q. led a planting project. One volunteer showed up to help,
and Abby and Volunteer Park Tech Andrew Miller helped get all of the plants in
the ground. Pictures: Emma installing tree tubes; Jenny planting a tree; volunteer
cleaning up the beach; Abby and Drew planting native plants.

UPGRADED INTERNET: Tom Moran with Technology Services is working to update internet service at the park, and adding
an internet connection to the entrance station. Unisource built a closet for Technology Services to store equipment in the
Education Building; Skyline Technology Services has been on site marking where the new fiber line will run. Thanks to the
help of Rob Jaensch and Detoria Jacks we are now successfully using RecTrac to manage park revenue. Once the new fiber
for upgraded internet is installed, and funding in FY2022 for new computers is approved, we will be able to use RecTrac
to record fees as they are collected at the entrance station—and take debit and credit cards! We also will work on letting
people purchase Annual Passes online.
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Kings Landing Park
Visitation
Month
July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May

Visitors
2600
2100
1625
1123
1260
1090
1183
814
1489
2283
1585

FY2020
1500
1500
1000
665
510
347
475
555
1510
1698
3379

Brian, Beau, Ben, Ian and
Debbie (clockwise from
bottom left)

Staff Updates
Brian Bussard II was hired as the new Park Manager. He was the former Acting Park Manager and Park Ranger for Flag
Ponds Nature Park.
Temporary Park Ranger/Park Technician Ben Krause was promoted to Park Ranger. We are excited to have Ben in this new
role at the park!
We had 9 Parks & Recreation staff help with park operations: Debbie Deboodt, Pam Schallmo, Mike Mooridian Ashley
Wilkerson, Hannah Matteson, Gabi Backus, George Gray, Lorraine Muir and Paulette Gray A big thanks to them for
assisting as temporary Park Technicians. They have been a great asset and provided amazing customer service during the
pandemic. Beau had this to say about Debbie: “I want to acknowledge all of her help. While performing her duties as a
Temporary Park Technician, she always keeps the maintenance side in mind and does her best to take care of problems
that affect us. Just one example of this is when she reorganized the rocks around the pond behind Wisner Hall so the
mowers can get closer. This cut back on the amount of area that we need to string trim, saving us quite a bit of time. She
really has been a fantastic addition to the Kings Landing team!”

Administration
Division Chief Karyn Molines
Office Specialist Sarah Godwin

Kings Landing Park
Brian Bussard, Park Manager
Ben Krause, Park Ranger
Ethan Matteson, Park Technician
Park Ranger (former) Winston Boutaugh

Park Maintenance
Park Supervisor Beau Sanders
Acting Park Supervisor Jordan Dailey
Grounds Maintenance Worker Ian Keeley
Grounds Maintenance Worker Troy Weakley
Grounds Maintenance Worker (former) Michael Jones
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Park Projects
Ben and others built a raised flower box behind the patio at
Wisner Hall. The plan is to build them all around the patio
to make for a nice backdrop for photos at events. It will be
a great opportunity for scout projects to continue building
them once we finish the first one. They will be filled with
Obedient Plant and Milkweed from the Hall’s front garden.
We will be moving plants from the garden to around the
gazebos in the park to enhance those locations. Ben and
Lorraine created a path through the garden at Wisner Hall.
It’s great to get to the back side of the garden without
trampling the plants. Beau was able to get mulch from the
Landfill that we will be using for the Challenge Course and
Debbie was able to put mulch in the flower boxes around
the patio at Wisner Hall.

We worked with the estate of Tom Wisner and Calvert
Nature Society to move his writing desk to the park. It will
become an exhibit on his legacy. Brian and Ben traveled to
Takoma Park to acquire Tom Wisner’s writing desk from
Joan Clement. The desk has been donated to the Calvert
Nature Society and will be on Display in Wisner Hall. We will
be featuring items that Mrs. Clement donated with the
desk as well (The clock was already in the Hall but we
decided to move it above the desk!)

In a project lead by Debbie, we cleaned the boardwalks
around the park. Patio chairs were power washed and got
a staining treatment. Staff pressure washed, sanded and
stained benches at the equestrian restrooms. Debbie,
Hannah and Lorraine cleaned the restrooms. After
cleaning, Hannah (photo) realized the restrooms could use
a touch up of paint. With the paint already on hand, they
went through and touched up the restrooms.

Ben and Debbie took
advantage of the low
tides to clean up trash
from the shore line. They
ended up with a full bag
by the time they were
done. Ben was able to clean up a large area of recyclable
bottles that looked to have washed in from the river. In
total, he gathered between 70-80 bottles!
Thomas Moore from Public Works
coordinated with Beau on the
repair of the road culvert washout.
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Trails, Boardwalks & Piers

Meadow Management

Ben steered our team on a trail project in the park. It runs
through a currently unused section of the park and has a
great view of Cocktown Creek in the winter.

Staff focused the Meadow Maze throughout the year. They
removed the pesky thorn bushes that have been trying to
protrude into the walkways. After talking to Beau, we came
up with a new plan for the Maze. We are going to cut down
the small trees that have over run the maze and put them
through a chipper. Then Beau will use the bush hog to cut
the maze and we will work to keep the Maze better
maintained as it grows back.

Unisource replaced the decking and railing on the pier.

Tropical Storm Isaias
Everyone has been working down in the trenches cleaning
up the damage from the Tropical Storm.




Many downed trees and branches.
Mudslides on the entrance road.
Erosion on the Equestrian Center road.

Invasive Species
Brian completed an invasive management plan for the
Golden Bamboo at Kings Landing Park. Staff chipped up a
giant pile of bamboo from the area that Ben cut down. It’s
amazing how open that area is now. We have a plan in place
to keep it from coming back in the area.
A large patch of stilt grass was treated in the woods. This
was an isolated patch so the hope is to contain and
eradicate before it has a chance to develop into a large
infestation.
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Scouts
Six scouts and four parents from Troop 347 worked on the
challenge course. They were here for about 5 hours. They
put stain on all the wood and put the new rope up.

Boy Scout Eoin Smylie
constructed and installed
two Bee Hotels in the park
for his Eagle Scout Project.
Park staff is excited to
have them and site and
hopeful that we can get
images of bees living in them to share.

Nature Observations
TURTLES! A female mud turtle was spotted laying her eggs
near our new protected wetland area. Two other turtles
were seen nesting near the pond. Wildlife is abundant here
at the park! Debbie and Ben, along with Brian, and Beau
were able to help some turtles come out of their nest.

Naturalist Tania Gale found a Northern
Maidenhair Fern. This appears to be the
second record for Calvert County in the
Maryland Biodiversity Project.

On 9/30, 11 year old Bryce Frye
caught a 35 ¼”, 23 pound blue
catfish. It is thought to be the
largest catfish caught off the
pier. Another visitor caught a
nice Blue Catfish. It was 33” and
weighed in around 10 pounds.
On January 26, Ian received a
report of an injured Heron at the
pier. He and Beau investigated
and contacted Brian. We
reached out to Owl Moon Raptor
Center and Calvert Steward Mary
Hollinger was able to come
retrieve the Heron and take it
away for treatment.

