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Program Overview

– Overseen by the University of Maryland Extension

– Carried out by host sites throughout the state separated 

by Coastal Plain, Piedmont, and Mountain Regions

– Offered in 14 counties over various years

– Calvert County- ACLT (sole host site with “co-hosts”)

– Prince George’s County- Patuxent River Park (one of two host 

sites)



Program Overview

– Host sites advertise/recruit, coordinate speakers & 

schedule, handle all communications with participants

– $250 class fee

– 52 hours of class time, 8 hours of field trip time

– Class project

– Written and Practical Exam

– 40 hours of volunteer service, 8 hours of advanced training

– Trainee vs. Intern vs. Certified MN 



Program Host Sites

Calvert County

– 7 consecutive years 

hosting the program

– 116 people completed 

training

– 76 (65%) active Master 

Naturalist volunteers 

Prince George’s County

– 1 year hosting the 

program

– 19 people completed 

training

– 19 active Master 

Naturalist volunteers



Putting the Program 

Together

– Advertising

– Collecting applications and interviewing

– Typical applicant

– Develop class schedule and contact all speakers

– Find and organize pre-readings

– Participant paperwork and payment







Typical Class Week

– 3 hour class Monday (CC) or Thursday (PGC) night

– Occasional Saturday or additional weeknight field trips

– Pre-reading

Favorite Classes

- Herp Hunt

- Entomology

-Ornithology

-Dendrology



Other Class 

Components

– Complete a group project

– Selected by host site 

– Ex: boardwalk construction, brush piles, natural play space

– MNs expected to dedicate at least a few hours

– Group presentation

– Complete written general exam and bird and tree ID 

practical



Participant 

Commitment

– In the end, participants have devoted:

– $250

– 60 hours of class/field trip time

– Roughly 5 hours of class project time

– Taken written and practical exams

– Committed to 40 volunteer service hours and 8 advanced 

training hours each year

– ………

– THEY ARE DEDICATED!!!!



Host Site Commitment 

– In the end, host sites have devoted significant staff time 

and resources to:

– Advertising/recruiting

– Organizing class schedule and coordinating presenters

– Setting up and attending classes and field trips

– Managing an ever-growing volunteer base

– Tracking volunteer hours and submitting to the UMD

– Other paperwork such as end of class reports and re-signing 

of volunteer agreements



Benefits to the Host Site

– A dedicated, trained group of 

volunteers that grows each year

– Increased awareness of the 

organization

– An increasing number of people 

in the community who become 

educators and advocates about 

protecting Maryland’s natural 

resources

In 2018 alone, 
ACLT-trained 
Master Naturalists 
volunteered 4,251 
hours in Calvert 
County



Host Sites

Prince Frederick, MD

Calvert County – Coastal 

Plain

American 

Chestnut 

Land Trust 
(ACLT)







Host Sites

Upper Marlboro, MD

Prince George’s County –

Coastal Plain

Patuxent 

River Park 
(PRP)



Stephanie Sperling, Archaeologist for 

Prince George’s County Parks and 

Recreation instructing and washing 

artifacts with PRP’s Master Naturalist 

Class




