
Calvert Marine Museum Volunteers’  landscape projects
model good stewardship for visitors.

www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/323/Stewardship-starts-at-Home

CMM Garden Guild
“Lead By Example” 

Green Projects

http://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/323/Stewardship-starts-at-Home


CMM Rain Garden

Landscaping to Capture  
STORMWATER



Built in 2009, the Corbin Nature 
Pavilion is used for educational 

programs and events. Note 
concrete pad  and building size.



Note the slight angle toward the rain garden



 Capture first flush of runoff in rain event
 Allow filtering of runoff
 Provide site for  pollution removal
 Prevent sediment  from reaching waterways

How Do Rain 

Gardens Work?



Native Plants that prefer wet soil or easily adapt
to wet soil are the best for rain gardens. 

The CMM website has 
instructions on how to 
create your own rain garden.



Mobile Gardens

• CMM is a heavily 
used campus

• Moveable planters 
are adaptable to the 
many events

• They offer flexibility 
and ‘curb appeal’

• Planters need to be 
sturdy and well 
maintained

• The Wetland Gardens and 
mobile planters can be put 
where needed or out of the 
way for events.

• The added landscape 
features are inviting to 
visitors, they soften the 
look of the paved area.

• The mobile planters add 
color and interest to the 
unadorned entrance.

• They provide pollinator 
habitat where there is 
none.





Why Floating Wetlands at CMM? 

•This type of treatment  is an alternative to constructing 
wetlands (Stewart et al. 2008).  

•Wetland  islands enhances the CMM marshwalk experience, 
as well as  benefitting water quality.

• In laboratory experiments floating vegetation reduced 
nutrients in water ten times greater than circulating water 
without  plants. 

• A 250 sq ft island has the equivalent of one acre of surface 
treatment (bio-retention systems). 



Calvert Marine Museum Boardwalk

Location for floating 
wetland



We tried different screening 
to keep ducks out - this one 
worked until they figured out 
the top was open



Little Did We Know>>>>>

Ducks love the floats for the fish and small shrimp
that live in the plant pots and under the floats



This is the final design-
We now feel smarter
Than the average duck 

Note the 
block anchor



Signage explains the project to visitors



Composting at CMM
A demonstration project

•The Garden Guild adds leaves, landscape vegetation from 
pruning, and other appropriate materials to the compost 
bins.

•Staff contributes appropriate materials from their lunch and 
other events.

•Visitors add orange and banana peels, apple cores, grape 
stems, other non-edible but organic material.

•The three types of bins demonstrate the variety of choices 
that can be used at home. 

This results in less organic material in the landfill and good 
quality compost for the gardens.



Treated timbers                       Cedar Board          Trex Recycled 
Material



Rain Barrels

• The roof on the Exhibition Hall is large and the 
surrounding access points generate surface water 
during rain events.

• Rain barrels capture the water from the roof.

• The water is available for watering and can also be 
used to clean tools and outdoor surfaces (picnic 
tables, buckets, trash bins).

• There is less water flowing into the creek, marsh, and 
local water features.





Children's Garden



Resources
Funding

 Grants from Community Organizations
 Grants from Private Organizations
 State Grants (Keep Maryland Beautiful
 National Fish & Wildlife Foundation

Technical Assistance
 Cooperative Extension (UMD)
 Soil & Water Conservation Districts
MDE –Stormwater Design Manual
Master Gardeners

For More info about the Garden Guild Green Projects:
www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/323/Stewardhip-Starts-at-Home

http://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/323/Stewardhip-Starts-at-Home


Children’s Garden

Mobile Gardens

Floating Gardens

Rain Garden

Compost & 
Rain Barrels



Interior Improvements

 80% of all general lighting in the Exhibition Building has 
been switched to LED

 All exhibit lighting being switched to LED
 Installed automatic sinks, toilets, and smart lighting in 

bathrooms
 The HVAC is remotely controlled and timed to be on 

only when spaces are in use, resulting in a dramatic 
reduction in electricity bills

 New clearstory thermal windows were installed in the 
Exhibition Hall that filter out UV rays

 Additional insulation was installed with the new 
Exhibition Building roof to further conserve heat.












