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(01/31/18)

Having the roads laid out in blocks would be in sharp contrast
to the rural/rural-suburban environment of the Dunkirk area.

Dunkirk is a minor Town Center, and tall buildings are not
consistent with its character.

County Actions

Architectural Styles

In order that the Town Center be architecturally pleasant
in appearance from all angles, buildings shall be constructed
with the architectural detail of the front being carried
around all sides of the structure. False fronts and false
mansard roofs shall not be allowed. The style of the original
construction shall be encouraged in future construction.

Depth of Building Fronts

Attached stores, offices, and residences shall not present
a flat linear front. Front elevations shall have varying
depths from the setback. Strip shopping malls of one depth
only shall not be allowed.

Standards for lights should be established to include
style, wattage allowed, height, materials to be wused, and
appropriate placement. Fixtures to light signs or buildings in
general need to be hidden from view in architecturally
complementary fashion, if attached to the building, or in
landscaping. Exceptions will be made when the fixture is an
integral decoration to further the esthetics of a building.

Signs

Adopt sign standards addressing size, materials, type,
location, and lighting to ensure that sign enhance, not
detract, from the Town Center’s appearance.

Signs add to the visual clutter and distract from
landscaping, buildings, and natural beauty. In order to reduce
the wvisual clutter along the highway and improve traffic
safety, the number of free standing signs should be limited.

Local government signage should also be included in the
effort to reduce visual clutter.
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SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS
1. Road Access
Road access shall be as shown on the Dunkirk Transportation Map.

2. Route 4 Corridor Landscaping

Wherever possible, a 60 foot landscaped buffer should be required
along Route 4 for new construction. All landscaping along Route 4 shall be
consistent with the Dunkirk Landscaping Plan (see pages 28 and 29).

3. Signs

The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in
the Dunkirk Town Center.
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4. Transfer Zone

Dunkirk is designated as a Transfer Zone. The maximum conventional density is one
dwelling unit per acre. The density may be increased to no more than four (4) dwelling
units per acre with the purchase of Calvert County Transferable Development Rights
(TDRs)!. The purchase of five TDRs is required for each dwelling unit over one (1)
dwelling unit per acre.

In lieu of purchasing TDRs, applicants with bona fide affordable housing projects may
apply to the Board of County Commissioners for a waiver of the requirement to purchase
TDRs. The Board may approve the application in whole or in part provided that no more
than 30% of the existing housing stock within the Town Center meets the State
definition of affordable housing.

E. APPEARANCE COLDE

1.

Introduction

The Appearance Code is based on the premise that building and landscaping design bears a
direct relationship to the economic and social well being of residents; that building and
landscape design affect property values and provide economic opportunities and that in view
of its impact on the general welfare, the right to determine the appearance of a community
should not be limited to the few who are directly involved in building construction and
alteration, but should be vested in the general citizenry through a publicly mandated,
legally adopted Appearance Code Ordinance.

The purpose of the Appearance Code is to enforce the most necessary elements of the
Pppearance Guidelines in the Dunkirk Plan. While it is desirable that all aspects of the
Guidelines are followed, certain portions must be enforced if the town is to develop into an
attractive and economically viable Town Center.

Many architectural styles can be accommodated in the Town Center. However, certain features,
such as flat roofs and metal siding, will detract from the Dunkirk Town Center image.

Application

Compliance with the Appearance Code is mandatory for all new construction and renovation in
the Town Center. Additions to existing buildings not now complying with the Code shall also
meet the code if:

a. the addition will increase the total square footage by more than 100% or
b. the addition is more than 2,000 square feet.

Appearance Code Criteria

The following appearance requirements are imposed:

a. Building Materials (principal and accessory structures) - Either brick, stone, wood or
wood appearance siding is required on all sides.

b. Rooflines and Pitch - Main roof pitches must be in the range of 6/12 to 12/12. Dormer
roofs do not have to comply with this requirement. Mansard roofs shall not be
permitted. The Planning Commission may grant modifications based on the size of the
building provided that the appearance of a pitch roof is maintained.

c. Utility areas - all utility areas, including but not limited to refrigeration units,
piping, wiring, utility boxes, heating units, trash disposal and loading areas, shall
be screened from view.

! The use of Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) shall not be required for age-restricted housing developments that
comply with Section 5-5 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance and which are properly submitted prior to July 1, 2006.
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d.

Screening - Security fencing, such as chain link fencing, shall be landscaped.

4, Architectural Review Committee

a.

Composition

The committee shall be composed of five members. Priority shall be given to the
appointment of members who reside or work within the Town Center. At least one member
shall have experience in architecture, landscape architecture, historic preservation,
urban design planning, engineering or related fields. All members shall either work,
reside, or represent an institution within the Calvert County postal area of the Town
Center. At least one member shall be an owner of a business located within the Town
Center and at least one member shall be a County resident (within the postal area) who
is not connected with a business within the Town Center. Priority may be given to
those who have participated in the master planning process. Exceptions in the criteria
listed above may be made by the Board of County Commissioners in the event there is
only one qualified candidate or no qualified candidates.

Tenure

The initial committee appointed by the County Commissioners shall serve for two-year,
three-year and four-year terms. Thereafter, members shall serve for four years and may
be reappointed by the County Commissioners, subject to Chapter 11 of the Calvert
County Code, including, without limitation, Sec. 11-3 Appointments and Removal and
Sec. 11-4 Term Limits. The composition of the Committee shall remain as above.

Officers

The committee shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman biennially. The Chairman and
Vice-Chairman may be a committee member or staff may be elected Chairman-Pro-Tem
without voting authority. The Chairman-Pro-Tem may assign the Chairmanship as needed
in his/her absence.

Meetings

The Committee shall hold two regular meetings every month, unless the Committee has no
business. The Committee may schedule special meetings. Special meetings may be
called by the chairperson upon written request to the chairperson from a majority of
mempers of the Committee, or by the staff of the Department of Planning & Zoning.
Three members shall constitute a quorum.

Should a Committee fail to have a quorum or fail to provide a recommendation,
Jurisdiction shall pass to and the project packet will be processed by staff within
ten (10) business days of the Committee’s scheduled meeting date.

Jurisdiction

The Committee or its designee shall have authority to review site designs and
external design features of buildings, structures other than buildings and signs for
public, quasi-public, commercial, residential, industrial, multi-family or mixed use
development. The Committee or its designee shall make judgments on the external
design features based on the requirements of the local Master Plan.

The Committee shall not have authority to approve site plans, including landscaping
plans. Site plans shall be approved as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance and Town
Center Master Plans.

The Committee shall have authority to review existing rules and regulations
governing landscaping and site design and make recommendations to the Planning
Commission.

The Committee shall also review proposed plans for public amenities such as public
squares, landscaping plans, signs, and street furniture and shall make
recommendations to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners.
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5.

Review Process for Projects Requiring Architectural Review

a.

Submittal of Applications

Applicants for architectural review shall submit an application form together with
required illustrations to the Department of Planning & Zoning. Forms and a list of
specific requirements are available at the Department of Planning & Zoning.

Applications may be submitted at any time during the development process. However,
applicants are strongly encouraged to submit their plans as early as possible in
order to avoid any delays.

Review Procedure

The Committee will have only one opportunity to review an application and make
comments. Should any extenuating circumstance occur, which may hamper the ability
to have a review at the next scheduled regular meeting, the Director of the
Department of Planning & Zoning may allow additional time.

The Dunkirk Architectural Review Committee shall review applicable projects in
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance and make recommendations in writing
to the Planning Commission for decision.

Applicants or their representatives are required to attend and participate in
discussion concerning proposed projects. Projects will not be reviewed unless the
applicant or a representative is present at the Architectural Review Committee
review meeting except upon request of the applicant.

Should the Planning Commission require additional information regarding the comments
by a Committee, the Planning Commission Administrator will contact the Committee
within three (3) business days to resolve the situation.

The Planning Commission may designate authority to its Chairperson or its
Secretary to approve design features that are both consistent with the Master
Plan and its Zoning Ordinance and comply with the recommendations of the
Architectural Review Committee.

Rppeals

Any appeal from a decision of the Planning Commission for architectural review of a
project associated with a Category I Site Plan (See Section 4-2.01.B.3 of the
Calvert County Zoning Ordinance) shall be noted in the Circuit Court for Calvert
County. Such appeal shall be taken according to the Maryland Rules as set forth in
Title 7, Chapter 200, as amended from time to time, within 30 days of the Planning
Commission's decision.

Any appeal from a decision of the Planning Commission for architectural review of
any project other than those associated with a Category I Site Plan may be
appealed to the Board of Appeals. Such appeal shall be made in accordance with
Section 11-1.04 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance within 30 days of the
Planning Commission's decision.
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