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Purpose

e State law authorizes local governments
to adopt Growth Tiers.

e State law controls the creation of minor
and major residential subdivisions based
upon Growth Tier categories.

e Public Hearing on proposed adoption of
Calvert County Growth Tier Map provides
the public the opportunity to comment. |



2011: State Task Force on
Sustainable Growth and
Wastewater Disposal made
recommendations

2012: State passed new law,
Sustainable Growth and
Agricultural Preservation Act,

a.k.a. “Septics Law” G
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Act’s Goal:
Limit impact of
large residential

subdivisions

on farm and forest

land, streams, rivers

and Chesapeake and
coastal bays




How?

By restricting the
spread of residential
subdivisions on septic
systems, based upon
an area’s “growth
tier” category




Growth Tiers
4 Categories

Tier | — Served by sewer

Tier 11 — Proposed to be served by
sewer or locally designated growth
area



Growth Tiers

Tier 11l — Planned/zoned for large lot
or rural development, not planned for
sewer service



Growth Tiers

Tier IV — Areas not planned for sewer
service and are areas: planned/zoned for
land, agricultural, or resource protection;
“areas dominated by agricultural lands,
forest lands, or other natural areas”; or
Rural Legacy Areas, Priority Preservation
Areas , or areas subject to covenants,
restrictions, conditions, or conservation
easements.



Adoption: 2-Step Process

1. Adopt Administratively — ﬁ‘
letter from Planning Director F== . f
or Chief Elected Official "

2. Include In next
Comprehensive Plan update —
requires approval by
Planning Commission & adoption
by County Commissioners




Without Adoption

County authority to approve residential
subdivisions is limited.

Subdivision
Type

On Public
Sewer

Not On Public
Sewer
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Recommendations

. Hold the Public Hearing on
the Proposed Growth Tier
Map.

. Decide whether to keep the
record open or close It.

. Take action to adopt the
Calvert County Growth tier
Map.
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